VECTRA VS Frontline


Frontline was an okay product when we were just worried about Lyme disease.  Lyme ticks, after biting, usually take about 24 hours of active blood sucking before they regurgitate the lyme disease into its host (dog or person.)  


Recent studies have shown us that Lyme ticks and all types of other ticks carry other diseases that can be transmitted to us in less than 18 hours.  Frontline has no repellant properties and it takes up to 18 hours for Frontline to work. Therefore it may not be protecting your pet against all of these other diseases.  


We at BMAH have switched to a product called VECTRA in dogs over the past few years.  It has 100% more repellant properties and a 90% quicker tick kill than Frontline type topicals.  Therefore, for the same price, you can use a product that can protect your pet against more diseases. 


No matter what product you use, you may still find an engorged tick on your dog.  As long as you are using a preventative like VECTRA  the tick will more likely die before transmitting disease.  Years ago, people thought we needed to remove the head of the tick and people were scared to touch these ticks.  The solution was putting alcohol or mineral oil on the tick so that it would suffocate and fall off, head intact.  We now know never to do this because you are actually causing the tick to infect you or your pet prematurely.  Just simply pull the tick in the direction of its tail and even if the head remains, there is no disease in the head.  


As far as cats are concerned, they do not get Lyme and other tick diseases but they do however lots of flea related diseases.  Revolution is a much better topical for cats protecting them against not only fleas and ticks, but also Heartworms and roundworms.  It is the safest product that is FDA approved and much better for cats.  Whatever you do, do not buy any flea or tick products from the grocery store or pet stores.  Those products can be harmful although legal to sell.  For more information visit bmvet.com and see the article of Re-Infection of Heartworm of Cats and Dogs in Our Area.  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Joseph S. Martins

