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Something to look for in the next few months on our website…Pet Portals. When you see a Pet Portal icon, just click on it!  It’s going to be your own pet’s website with his/her picture and BMAH information, all absolutely free! You will be able to print out a patient ID for travel and know everything your pet needs at the click of a button. 


Also, we will be able to give you emergency pet food recalls and other emergency updates via e-mail or text message if you choose.  You will also be able to get home delivery for food and pet products at a cheaper price than VetCentric. Oh, did I mention you will also have your own online pet health library to improve your pet’s care.  

Hilton Hotels Now Welcome Pets!


If you travel with your dogs you know how hard it can be to find room at the inn.  Hilton Hotels and Resorts are welcoming them and rolling out the red carpet giving you a clean pet pillow and other amenities as well as recommending local groomers, pet runs, etc. For more info visit www. Hilton.com/pets. 


October is adopt a shelter dog month and national pet wellness month!


“Thanksgiving and Superbowl Syndrome” is a phenomenon that many emergency clinicians recognize.  Dogs with pre-existing, controlled heart disease may present in congestive heart failure during these weekends because they have been given access to large quantities of salty food. This creates a sudden increase in water retention in the heart which can quickly destabilize the patient.  On these weekends, or a few days later, we get lots of dogs who have signs of indigestion such as not eating, vomiting and diarrhea.  They end up having pancreatitis that can lead to death or diabetes. 

Transplant Update


Gordy was a rescued kitten in a poor area in Baltimore. He and his litter mates were all quite sick. The rest of the litter recovered and went to new home, but Gordy’s pre-neuter bloodwork revealed kidney problems.  His problems were severe enough that he needed a kidney transplant to survive.  He was the University of Pennsylvania’s 100th kidney transplant recipient! 


If a cat or dog gets bitten by one mosquito at any time they can get heartworms.  There were 52 cases here in our area.  Did you know heartworms can become giant, foot long worms that live in the pulmonary arteries of dogs.  Now we know that this causes asthma in totally indoor cats.  


I don’t know if you feel like there are more mosquitos than ever before, but I do.  This disease is definitely one of those diseases that is easier to prevent than treat.  So use Interceptor for dogs, which also gets whipworms, and Revolution for cats. Also remember your dogs and cats lick their feet after walking on grass and  being in the litter box so check a stool sample 1-2 times a year and prophylactially deworm once a year.  If we find parasites we will also deworm again according to their egg cycle.  For example, for roundworms, deworm again in 3 weeks, and for whipworms, deworm again in 3 months.  


Does your dog get motion sickness and are you tired of not taking your dog anywhere because of it?  Vomiting Stops Here!  Cerenia for motion sickness will give you the green light to travel.  


Totally indoor and outdoor cats commonly get heart problems between the age of 0-4 months and 10 years and older. Unfortunately they don’t show their signs like dogs and people do until its too late.  They are found passed away of in severe heart failure when they seemed fine to the owners in the days or weeks before.  We don’t do heart transplants in cats but if your veterinarian hears a heart murmur 9 months to a year head of time on an exam we can save your cat’s life easily and cheaply. We can give your cat or dog a heart medication in the form a of pill, liquid, or for easy administration, just a cream you wipe on their ear once daily.   


Remember Hartz flea and tick products you find in the grocery store or pet stores might seem safe and cheap but can be deadly.  These are products we used 20 years ago and some are even the ones we spray on our lawns to kills weeds still today.  Remember, the products we recommend are safe and some don’t even go into the bloodstream.  Safety first always!


If your household is anything like mine where you are always spot cleaning the rugs or couches because of animals, food or even ink stains, you need the miracle product that cleans and doesn’t bleach your fabric.  We use, carry and sell “The Equalizer” carpet, stain and odor remover.  


If you move into a new house or live in an older house, please check for rat poison.  Do it now and remove it!  Rat poison ingestion is common, deadly and sad.  


Severe coughing is not just kennel cough or Bordetella anymore.  Influenza or K9 Flu is a mutated virus in New Jersey for the past 2 years.  So make sure your dog has its Bordetella nose drop vaccination.  If your dog is coughing, call us right away not in 3-7 days.   


Did you know???? George Washington’s dog was named Drunkard!

Dr. Martins
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