Grades of Dental Disease (Periodontal Disease)

(---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Young dogs and cats have strong teeth, but they also have stronger jaws. They break teeth and roots that can cause problems days, weeks, months, or even years later.  Remember your veterinarian even at the Belle Mead Animal Hospital does not have x-ray vision.  Luckily, we do have a top of the line dental suite with digital dental x-ray capabilities.

Animals are silent sufferers.  Most veterinarians and even observant owners won’t know their cat or dog has pain in it’s mouth until we probe and x-ray under the gums.
Remember bad breath is not normal and can be treated. Periodontal disease is an infectious state that in people and animals contributes to chronic inflammatory states that affect general health and decreases life span.

      Whatever is happening above the gum line is also happening under the gum line.  Brown on the teeth is plaque.  This is where bacteria live and cause problems under the gums.  Red is gingivitis and usually means pain.    If they have some brown on the molars they are Grade I.  Brown (plaque) on the front teeth and red (pain) on the gums= Grade II, which means the ligament holding the tooth is detaching.  Grade III-IV means that there is more than 25% detachment and bone loss. This means your pet will need to have oral surgery.  If these teeth are ultrasonically cleaned under the gum than the ligament and bone can be restored to health.  Luckily, a dental on your pet will reverse or lower dental disease by 1-2 grades.

Quick induction, Quick recovery means safer procedure.  Time under anesthesia is what determines safety.  Time is even more important sometimes than the age of the animal.  Remember the longer you wait, the older your pet will be, the worse the teeth will get, and the longer the procedure.  Remember yearly professional Ultrasonic dental cleanings/prophylaxis reverse disease, save time, teeth, pain and cost!! 

 For example, a Grade I dental prophylaxis(cleaning) takes 20 minutes and is only $ 170 total (all inclusive except bloodwork). Grade II dental prophylaxis is a 20-40 minute dental hygienist cleaning at $270. Digital dental x-rays are additional. Grade III & IV teeth that haven’t been cleaned in a few years may need oral surgery. These are not routine dental prophy’s.  Most animals get their first Grade I dental prophylaxis starting at about 3-4 years if they have reasonable genetics.  

From the AAHA accredited Belle Mead Animal Hospital.
Check out www.cetdental.com for more information.
Belle Mead Animal Hospital I 872 US Highway 206 I Hillsborough, NJ 08844 I (908) 874-4447
www.BMVet.com

