Anesthesia Free Dentals

Be very, very careful with anyone who is advertising an anesthesia free dental.  Are they psychic or have x-ray vision? There is no such thing that can help your pet.  In fact, it can be very dangerous. 


Years ago we all used to scale the brown plaque and tarter off our pets teeth with a metal instrument.  This was either done at the vet or the groomer. 


We thought it was good after all the teeth looked cleaner.  However, if you do that without polishing, you abrade the enamel which binds plaque and bacteria even worse.  Also, the reason people and animals need their teeth cleaned is to actually clean under the gums.


The plaque and bacteria that sit under the gums for days, weeks, months and unfortunately in most of our pets teeth, for years, is what ruins them.  It sits there and destroys the ligament and bone that hold the teeth in.


There is hope, however, if you clean under the gums.  The ligament can reattach and improve by 1 grade.  You can actually reverse damage through a professional cleaning under the gums. 


The goal is to know your pet’s whether your pet’s teeth are healthy, Grade I, Grade II, Grade III or Grade IV.  You want to keep your pet’s teeth as far away from Grade IV as possible.  Grade IV teeth and gums mean it’s too late to save the teeth but your pet still needs oral surgery. 


See, that’s what people forget about their pets sometimes.  If you or your pet’s Grade IV tooth lies rotting in the skull (the bone that holds the tooth) it must be dealt with sooner or later.  Your pet is not getting any younger.  Remember, in animals, bad teeth are what we call the “silent killer.”  

Most people are worried about 2 things. First, is it safe and sometimes is it expensive? First, it is extremely safe if done correctly.  If your vet cocoons your pet in a specially designed warm-air circulating heating blanket, provides intravenous fluids and pain medication, monitors blood pressure , end tidal carbon dioxide and oxygen saturation, then it is done correctly and is safe.  

So remember, if you only went to the dentist every 2-4 years, your breath would smell like your pet’s and chances are you would be in pain or need at least 5-6 teeth root canaled or removed.  That would cost you about $10-20,000 and you might need anesthesia also.  


Some veterinarians who claim to do anesthesia free dentals are actually oversedating animals with injectable medications and avoiding gas anesthesia so they can call it anesthesia free.  Remember, once again, anesthesia free dentals don’t really exist or provide any benefit for what’s happening under the gums where it really counts.  You might as well call it a good for nothing, crown abrasion or dishonest and heavy sedation cleaning.  


Either way, the longer you wait the more expensive and less safe it will be. Call us if you read this on-line for your free dental grading and a quick tour of our dental suite.  
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